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SF vs. HSF
Friction Feeders:
~ Which Solution
.+ Is Right For You?

Intended Performance
& Application Level

¢ A more economical, standard friction feeder
suited to general start/stop or stream feeding
tasks.

e Well-suited for simpler applications or lighter
duty production lines that don’t need the
extra width or speed of the HSF.

Speed and Capacity

o Offers feeding speeds up to about 3,000 IPM
(variable) — adequate for many packaging and
insertion tasks but lower than HSF.

e Widths generally go up to around 20” / ~508
mm.

Motor & Drive Control

e Standard friction feeder platform (also servo
motor but simpler specification and controls)
geared toward basic feed and dispense
operations.

Intended Performance
& Application Level

e More robust, versatile, and higher-
performance feeder platform designed for
heavier duty or continuous use.

o Typically used where higher throughput,
larger media sizes, and more sophisticated
control are required.

Speed and Capacity

e Higher maximum feeding speeds (up to roughly

8,000 inches per minute) for intensive production
use.

e Longer machine widths available (up to 28” / ~711

mm), accommodating wider product media.

Motor & Drive Control

Servo-motor driven with advanced control (PLC
touch screen, often open-source controls).
More sophisticated controls provide better
integration, speed matching, and precision.

Versatility & Integration

Great for stand-alone feeding operations or
simpler line automation where basic feeding
precision is sufficient.

Cost & Complexity

e More cost-effective for standard feeding
tasks; suitable where the workload isn’t as
demanding.

Versatility & Integration

Designed to be part of larger automated production
systems and easily integrates with conveyors,
sensors, cameras, printing & tracking systems

Cost & Complexity

Higher cost due to higher speed capability,
wider media support, and more advanced
controls.




